BIRTH  OF   THE   SYNDICATE

success/1 he said, "but I do not believe that D'Orsay
is the man for it. If you can get another manager to
do it I will turn back the play to you, and if you insist
upon having D'Orsay I will release him from his con-
tract with me."

Kirk La Shelle took the play and it was another
"Arizona."

Frohman produced a whole series of Thomas successes,
notably "The Other Girl/' "Mrs. Leffingwell's Boots/'
and " De, Lancey." To the end of his days the warmest
and most Intimate friendship existed between the men.
It was marked by the usual humor that characterized
Frohman's relations. Here is an example:

Thomas conducted the rehearsals of "The Other
Girl" alone. Frohman, who was up-stairs in his offices
at the Empire, sent him a note on a yellow pad, written
with the blue pencil that he always used:

"How are you getting along at rehearsals without me?"

" Great!" scribbled Thomas.

The next day when he went up-stairs to Frohman's
office, he found the note pinned on the wall.

Such was the mood of the man who had risen from
obscurity to one of commanding authority in the whole
English-speaking theater.g his usual "silly ass" part in
